
Copyright © 2012 Carnegie Mellon University 
MySecureCyberspace is a registered trademark of Carnegie Mellon University

Page 35
www.carnegiecyberacademy.com  

Lesson 14: Online Reputation 

Learning Objectives Materials You Will Need
• Introduce cyber safety concepts of safe behavior when 

sharing online and using a social network.
• Raise the player’s awareness on issues related to having an 

online reputation and the use of social networking sites.
• Raise the player’s awareness about consequences related 

to having a negative online reputation and the misuse of 
social networking sites.

• Computers with a web browser installed
• Worksheet for Lesson 14: Online Reputation
• Writing utensils
• Hint Sheets 05 and 07 from the Appendix

Classroom Activities (Duration: 45 minutes)

Timeline Teacher Instructions Student Activities

Introduce
Concepts 
(15 min)

• Ask students “What is an Online Reputation?”  
(3 min)

• Lead the students to the “Cyberspace 
Communications” faculty page at the Carnegie 
Cyber Academy website:  http://www.
carnegiecyberacademy.com/facultyPages/
cyberspaceCommunications.html

• Have them launch the game “Growing an Online 
Reputation” and read the instructions. (5 min)

• Hand out the worksheet and have students attempt 
the questions in Part 1 (7 min)

 

• Click the “Next” button to progress through the 
instructions for “Growing an Online Reputation”

• Refer to the instructions to answer Part 1 on the 
worksheet, “Managing your Online Reputation”.

Develop  
and  

Practice 
(20 min)

• Let students play the game. (20 min) 
• Make sure they roll over the branches to get 

feedback on their answers.
• Remind students that the “Hint” button is 

available if they need help.
• After answering all the questions, students can 

replay each branch (or start to grow the plant 
again) to try for a better score.

• Click the “Grow your Online Reputation” button 
on the last screen of the instructions to start the 
game. 
 
 
 

Reinforce 
(10 min)

• Have students read Part 2 of the worksheet: 
“Damaging your Online reputation.” Discuss Erika 
and Dana’s situations. (5 min)

• Have students read Part 3 of the worksheet: “How 
can you fix a damaged online reputation?”

• Hand out Hint Sheet 07, “Growing a Positive 
Online Reputation,” and Hint Sheet 05, “Tips for 
Reporting Cyberbullying.” Discuss discovering and 
reporting damage to your online reputation and 
cyberbullying. (5 min)

• Read Part 2 of the worksheet and discuss what 
Erika and Dana should have done to avoid these 
situations.

• Read Part 3 of the worksheet 

• Read the two Hint Sheets and discuss ways 
to discover and report damage to your online 
reputation.

Learning Outcomes
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
• Define what an online reputation is.
• Understand the importance of having a positive online reputation.
• Understand the consequences of a negative online reputation.
• Understand how to grow, manage, and repair their online reputation.
• Use sound judgment before accepting friends and sharing information with them.
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Worksheet 14: Online Reputation

Date: Name:

1. Managing your Online Reputation

2. Damaging your Online Reputation

3. How can you fix a negative online reputation?

Betty, 
Clubhouse 
Supervisor

Once your online reputation has been damaged, it’s not easy to fix because 
it’s everywhere in Cyberspace.  If someone else damaged it, you can 
report it to a trusted adut. But if you damaged it yourself, act immediately. 
Delete or correct what you posted, apologize if you need to, and be a 
good cyber citizen!

Sharing something inappropriate

Sharing your opinion 

_______  share things that would ________________ your reputation as a good students, a 
good friend, and a team player.

 _______  share things that would ________________ your reputation as a good friend and a 
respectable and trustworthy person.

 _______  share things that will make you a  ____________ for weirdo strangers or bullies.

Be ___________  about whom you ________ with your reputation when you add them to your 
friends and share things with them.

 __________________  for others damaging your reputation and ________________ to 
minimize the damage.
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